PDF file Property of PS Review of FM . ww.freemasons-freemasonry.com 


i 1 j 



Authentic Key 


/ To the DOOR of 

FREE-MASONRY. 

E Origin of this Society, called Free- 
•p )$( Mafons, is faid to have been a certain 
$P£ >9( Number of Perfons who formed a Refo- 

k30G5(je[ lution to rebuild the Temple of Sokmon. 

This fully appears in the Lecture, or 
rather Hiftofy, of the Order, at the Making or 
Raifing a Member to the Degree of Matter, which 
you will find deferibed in the Courfe of this Work. 
—But I am inclined to think, that the chief Defign 
of the Eftablittiment is to rectify the Heart, in- 
form the Mind, and promote the Moral and Social 
Virtues of Humanity, Decency, and good Order, 
as much as pofiiblein the World} and fome of 
the Emblems of the Free-Mafons confirms this 
Opinion, fuch as the Compafs, Rule, Square, &c. 

In all Countries Where Mafbnry is praftil'ed, or 
eftablifhed at this Time, there is a Grand Matter} 
but formerly there was only One Grand Matter, 
and he was an EngHjhman. The Perlbn on whom 
this Dignity or Title is beftowed, fuch as the pre- 

B lent 
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fent Lord Mir dour, governs all the other Lodges in 
Great Britain , and has the Authority or Power of 
delivering the Confutations and Laws of the Society 
to the Matters who prefide over the fubordinate 
Afiemblies •, which Conftitutions mu ft always be 
fig ed by the Secretary-General of the Order.— 
The Grand- Mailer can alio hold a Meeting or 
Lodge as often as he thinks proper, which is gene- 
rally the fecond Saturday in every Month in the 
Summer ; but oftener in the Winter. 

The other Lodg es meet regularly twice a Month 
in the Winter Half-Year, and once a Month in 
the Summer ■, and the Members of each Lodge 
pay Quarterly, from 3s. 6d. to 5s. into the Hands 
of the Treafurer ; and this generally defrays the 
Expences of their Meetings. 

There are alfo Quarterly Communications, or 
Meetings, held, at which are prefent the Maf- 
ters and Wardens of every Regular Conftitution 
in London , and the adjacent Parts, where the fc - 
veral Lodges fend by the faid Wardens, different 
Sums of Money to be paid into the Hands of the 
Treafurer-General, and appropriated tofuch chari- 
table Ufes as the Grand- Matter and the Mafters 
of the different Lodges under him, think proper ; 
but thefe Charities are chiefly conflned to Ma- 
fons only. Such as have good Recommendations 
as to their Behaviour and Character, will be affift- 
ed with Five, Ten, and Twenty Pounds j andfefs 
Sums are diftributed to the indigent Brethren, in 
Proportion to their Wants, and the Number of 
Years they have been Members. At thefe Quar* 
terly Communications, large Sums are likewife 
fent from Lodges in the moft remote Parts of the 
World, viz. in the Eajl and Weft Indies , and Ac- 
counts tranfmitted of the Growth of Mafonry 
there. The State of the Funds of the Society are 
likewife communicated to the Company *, and the 

Deliberation* 



PDF file Property of PS Review of FM . ww.freemasons-freemasonry.com 


t 3 I 

Deliberations of tbe Meeting taken down by the 
Secretary, who lays them before the Grand-Mafter 
at the yearly Meeting. 

The Number of Members which compofe a 
Dodge is indeterminate ; but it is not a Lodge, 
except there are prefent two Mafters, three Fel- 
low-Crafts, andtwo Apprentices. 

When a Lodge is met, there are two principal 
Officers under the Mafter, and are called his 
Affiftants ; whofe Bufmefs is to fee the Laws 
of the .Society ftridtly adhered to, and the Word of 
Command given by the Grand-Mafter, regularly 
followed. 

It Biuft be remarked, that the Authority of a 
Mafter, though Chief of the Lodge, reaches no far- 
ther than he is himfelf an Obferver of the Laws ; 
fhould he infringe them* the Brethren never fail 
to cenfure Mm *, and if this has no Effeft, they 
have a Power of depofing him, on appealing to 
the Grand-Mafter, and giving their Reaibns for 
it : But they feldom proceed to this Extremity. 

A s n o doubt the Reader chufes to be made ac- 
quainted with every Circumftance of the Manner 
of making a Brother, i ftiall begin with the fol- 
lowing Direiftions, and proceed regularly in the 
proper Defcription of what further concerns Ma- 
fonry. 

A Man defirous of becoming a Free-Mafon, 
fhould endeavour to get acquainted with a Mem- 
ber of feme good Lodge, who will propofe him as 
a Candidatefor Admiffion the next Lodge Night. 
He is likewife obliged to acquaint the Brethren of 
the Qualifications of the Candidate*. Upon this 

* For the Good of this, and all other Societies, it were to be 
wifhed a more ftrift Regard was paid, on the Part of the Propo- 
fers.to the Charafter and Morals of the Candidate, t many of 
the meft infamous Part of Mankind being often admitted aa 
Members. . 

B a * 
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«« debated whether or hot he fiiaii be admitted ; 
and it being carried in the Affirmative, the next 
Step is to go with thePropofer the enfuing Lodge- 
Night. ° 

You are to fuppofe the Evening come when a 
Lodge is to be held, which generally begins about 
Seven in the Winter, and Nine in Summer; proper 
Notices having been fent to the Members for this 
Purpofe. The Mafons are punftual to the Time • 
and it frequently happens, thar, in half an Hour, 
the whole Lodge, to the Number of Fifty or Sixty, 
are aflembled. 

Matter, the Two Affiftants, Secretary, and 
Treafurer, begin with putting over their Necks a 
blue Ribbon of a triangular Shape ; to the Matter’s 
Ribbon hangs a Rule andCompafs, which isinfome 
Lodges made of Gold, though in others only 
gilt; the Affiftants, Senior Wardens, and the other 
Officers, carry tine Compafs alone. 

Yhe Candles that are upon the Table are always 
placed in the Form ota Triangle ; and in the beft 
Lodges the Candlefhcks are finely carved with al- 
legorical Figures, and put in a triangular Form. 
Every Brother has an Apron made of white 
Skm, and the Strings are alfo of Skin ; thouo-h 
fome of themchufe toornament them with blue Rib- 
bon. On the Grand Days, fuch as Quarterly Com- 
muncation, or other general Meetings, the Grand 
Officers Aprons are finely decorated, and they car- 
ry the Rule and Compafs, the Emblems of the 
Order. 

When they fit down to the Table, the Matter 
feats himfelf. in the firft Place on the Eaft-Side, 
the Bible being opened before him, with the Com- 
pass laid thereon, and the Points of them cover- 
ed with a Lignum Vitae or Box Square ; and the 
Senior and Junior Warden* oppofite to him on the 
Weft and South. On the Table is likewife placed 

different. 
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different Sorts of Wine, Punch, &c. to regale the 

Brethren, who take their Places according to their 
Degree or Seniority. Being thus feated, after a 
few Minutes, the Matter proceeds to * open the 
Lodge in the following Manner. 

How to open a Lodge, and Jet the Men to Work. 

Majler to the Junior Deacon. What is the chief 
Care of 'a Mafon ? 

Anf. To fee that the Lodge is tyled. 

Maf. Pray do your Duty. 

(The Junior Deacon gives Three Knocks at 
the Door; and if no-body is nigh, thef Ty- 
ler on the other Side of the Door anfwer- 
eth, by giving Three Knocks : Then the 
Junior Deacon tells the Matter, by faying] 

Anf. Worfhipful, the Lodge is tyled. 

Mqfler to the Junior Dedcon. Pray where is the 
Junior Deacon’s Place in the Lodge ? 

Deacon's Anf. At the Back of the Senior War- 
den ; or at his Right-Hand, if he permits him. 
Maf Your Bufinefs there ? 

Anf To carry Meflages from tlie Senior to the 
Jiwior Warden, fo that they maybe diverted round 
the Lodge. 

Majler to the Senior Deacon. Pray where is the Se- 
nior Deacon’s Place in the Lodge ? 

Sen. Deacotfs Anf. At the Back of the Matter • 
or at hiS Right-Hand, if he permits. 

* T \Jf en aDdge, inMafonry, fignifies, that it is allowed 
to Ipeafc openly of the Myfteries of the Order. 

f A Tyler is properly no more than a Guard or Centinel 
placed at the Lodge-Door, to give the Sign when any one 
crav F Admittance, that the Wardens, or other proper Perfon 

Bredaen 4 ° Ut eX3mine him > but « always one of the 

Maf. 
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Maf Your Bufmcfs there ? 

Anf. To carry Meflages from the Matter to the 
Senior Warden. 

-Jf*/ T hc Junior Warden’s Place in the Lodge > 

Deacon's Arf In the South. 

Mafter to the Junior Warden. Why in the South ? 

Junior Warden's Anf. The better to obferve the 
Sun, at high Meridian to call the Men off from 
Work to Refrefhment, and to fee that they come 
on in due Time, that the Mafter may have Plea- 
fure and Profit thereby. 

Maf Priy where is the Senior Warden’s Place 
in the Lodge ? 

Junior Warden's Anf. In the Weft. 

Mafter to Senior Warden. Your Bufinefs there 
Brother ? ’ 

Senior Warden's Anf As the Sun fets in the Weft 
fjo cfofe the Day, fo the Senior Warden ftands in. 
the Weft to clofe the Lodge, to pay the Men their 
Wages, and difmifs them from their Labour. 

Maft. The Matter’s Place in the Lodge ? 

Senior Warden's Anf In the Haft. 

Mef His Bufinefs there ? 

Senior Warden's Anf As the Sun rifts in the Eaft 
to open the Day, fo the Mafter ftands in the Eaft 
^o open his Lodge, and ftt his Men to work. 

[Then the Mafter takes off his Hat, and de- 
clares the Lodge open, as follows : ] 

Mafter. « This Lodge is open, in the Name of 
** Holy St. John, forbidding ail Curfmg, Swear- 
“ ing, or Whifpering, and all profane Difcourfe 
“ whatever, under no left Penalty than what the 
«* Majority fhall think proper.” 

The Mafter then gi ve# Three Knocks upon the 
Table with a wooden Hammer, and puts on hia 
Hat j the other Brethren being uncovered : Then 

they 
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they fit down, and drink promifeuoufly, or take 
a Pipe of Tobacco. 

Soon after the Matter afes, if the Gen- 
tleman propofed laft Lodge -Night, is ready to 
be made ; and anting anfwered in the Affirmative, 
he orders the Wardens to go out and prepare the 
Perfon, who is generally waiting in a Room at 
feme Diftance from the Lodge- Room, by himfelf, 
being left there by his Friend who propofed him. 
He is'Condu&ed into another Room, which is to- 
tally lark ; and then afked, whether he is confei- 
ous of having the Vocation neceffary to be re- 
ceived? On anfwering Yes, he is afked his Name, 
Surname, and Profdfion. When he has anfwered 
theft: Queftions, whatever he has about him made 
of Metal is taken off, as Buckles, Buttons, Rings, 
Boxes, and even the Money^n his Pocket taken 
away *. Then they make him uncover his Righe 
Knee, and put his Left Foot with his Shoe on, in- 
to a Slipper p j hoodwink him with a Handker- 
chief, and leave him to his Reflection for about 
half an Hour. The Chamber is alfo guarded within 
and without, by fome of the Brethren, who have 
drawn Swords in their Hands, to keep off all 
Strangers, in cafe any fhould dare approach. The 
Perfon who propofed the Candidate, flays in the 
Room with him * but they are not permitted to 
afk any Queftions, or converfe together. 

During this Siknce, and while the Candidate is 
preparing, the Brethren in the Lodge? are putting 
every Thing in Order for his Reception there j 

* In fome Lodges, they are fo exa£l in this Refpeg, that 
they oblige the Candidate to poll Off his Cloaths, if there be 
Lace on them. 

f »* not praftifed in every Lodge j fome only flipping 
the H«1 of the Shoe down. rr * 

fuch 
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fuch as drawing the annexed Figure on the Floor 
at the upper Part of the Room : which is gene- 
rally done with Chalk, or Chalk and Charcoal in- 
termixed i though fome Podges ufe Tape and little 
Nails to form it j which prevents toy Mark or Sign 
on the Floor. It is drawn Eaft and Weft. The 
Matter ftands in the Eaft, with the Square about 
his Neck, and the Bible opened at the Gofpel of 
St. Jobn> and three lighted Tapers arc placed in 
the Form of a Triangle in theMidftof the Drawing 
on the Floor. 

The Propofer then goes and knocks Three Times 
at the Door of the Grand Apartment, in which the 
Reception is to be performed ; the Mafter anfwers 
within by Three Strokes with the Hammer, and 
the Junior Warden afks, Who comes there ? The 
Candidate anfwers (after another who prompts him) 
“ who begs to receive Part of the Benefit of 
“ Right Worfhipful Lodge, dedicated to St. 

“ John, as many Brothers and Fellows have done 
“ before me.” The Doors are then opened, and the 
Senior and Junior Warden, or their Affiftants, 
receive him, one on the Right, and the other on 
the Left, andcondu&shim blindfoldThree Times* 
round die Drawing on theFloor, and brings him up 
to the Foot of it, with his Face to the Mafterf, the 
Brethren ranging themfelves in Order on each Side, 
and making an oddNoife, by ftriking on the Attri- 
butes of the Order, which hang to the Ribbon they 
wear about their Necks J. 

* In fome Lodges the Candidates are Jed NineTimes round; 
bat as this is very tirefome to the Pcrfon who is to undergo 
the Operation, his Patience being pretty well tried by being 
blinded fo long before-hand, it is very jaftly omitted. 

t Many Lodges throw a fine Powder, or Rozin, on the Floor, 
which, together with the extraordinary Ilium ination of the 
Room, has a pretty Efleft, even though the Perfon is blind- 
fold. 

J This Caftorn is not obferved in all Lodges. 


Whca 
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Second Degree, or Feiiow -Craft’* Step, 
A, Kneel with the Right Knee. 


Fir# Depree, or Entered Apprentice’* Step, 
& Kneel with the Left Knee. 


A Senior Deacon, with a black Rod. 

B Pafs-Mafter, with the Sun and CompafTes, and 
C Senior Warden, with the Level, and a Column > 
D junior Deacon, with a black Rod. 

E junior Warden, with a Column in his Hand. 

¥ The Secretary, with the Crofs-Pens. 

G H, 1, Canales. 

# Mafons ftanding round af?U* Ceremony. 
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N. B. The preceding Figure is the exact Form 
of the Drawing on the Floor at the making a Ma- 
fon, according to the moft antient Cuftom, and 
is ftilj retained in all regular Lodges, It is 
moft commonly drawn with Chalk and Char- 
coal j and as foon as the Ceremony of making is 
over, the New-made Mafon (though ever fo 
great a Gentleman) mult take a Mop from a 
Pail of Water, and walh it out. In fome Lodges 
they ufe red Tape and Nails to form it, which 
prevents any Mark or Stain on the Floor, as 
with Chalk. 

The Reader is to underftand, that after this 
Figure is walhedout, they fit at the Table in the 
fame Form, as near as poffible j the New Mem- 
ber being placed the Firft Night on the Maf- 
ter’s Right-Hand. 
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When this Part of the Ceremony is ended, the 
Mafter, who Hands at the upper End, facing the 
Foot or Steps of the Drawing on the Floor, behind 
an Arm-Chair, afks the following Queftion, Whe- 
ther you have a Defire to become a Mafon? and if 
it is of your own free Will and Choice ? Upon 
which the Candidate anfwers, Yes. “ Let him 
“ fee the Light fays the Mafter •, they then 
take the Handkerchief from his Eyes, and whilft 
they are lo doing, the Brethren form a Circle 
round him with their Swords drawn in their Hands, 
the Points of which are ptefented to his Breaft. 
The Ornaments borne by the Officers, the glit- 
tering of the Swords, and thefantaftic Appearance 
of the Brethren in White Aprons, all together, 
creates great Surprife, efpeciaily to a Perfon, who 
for above an Hour has been fatigued with the Ban- 
dage over his Eyes-, and his Uncertainty concern- 
ing what is further to be done for his Reception, 
muft, no doubt, throw his Mind into great Per- 
plexity *. 

The Candidate is then directed to advance 
Three Times to a Stool at the Foot of the Arm- 
Chair*, he is taught to ftep in the proper Manner 
by one of the Affiftants. Upon the Stool are 
placed the Rule and Compafs ; and one of the Bre- 
thren fays to the Candidate to this Effedt : “ You 
“ are now entering into a refpedlable Society, 
*' which is more ferious and important than you 
“ imagine. It admits of nothing contrary to 
“ Law, Religion, or Morality-, nor does it allow 
** of any Thing inconfiftent with the Allegiance 

* The Ancient Ma(p»s made Ufe of a Prayqr inferted in the 
Apprentice’s Le&are; but the Moderns leave it out when 
they make a Brother. 

C *« 4ae 
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“ to his Majefty ; the Worfhipful Gfaud 
Matter will inform you of the reft*. 

As foon as the .Speaker has ended his Speech, 
^defircd to put his Right Knee upon the Stool, 
which is bare, as mentioned above f, and his Left 
Foot is put into a Slipper, with the Shoe on, or 
the Shoe flipped at the Heel to reprefent a Slip- 
per. 

The Candidate being in this Pofture, the Wor- 
fliipful Grand Matter addrefles him to the follow- 
ing Effect : “ Do you pro mile never to tell, 
“ write, or difclofe, in any Manner whatever, the 
‘ Secrets of Free Mafonry and Free Mafons, ex- 
“ cept to a Brother at the Lodge, and in the Pre- 
fence of the Worfhipful Grand Mafter ?” On 
which the Perfon fays, « I do.” His Breaft is 
tiien opened }, and the Point of a Pair of Compaf- 
fes jj placed upon his naked Left Breaft, and he 

• It is here to beunderflood, that in different Lodges this 

° d ° *\ e f L onBS ^ Making in fame ref- 
jkOs, whichma y be feema the Entered Apprentice’s Lefture, 
where the only proper and ancient Methodis clearly pointed 
out. Some make long and infipid Harangues, theextrava- 

fudiaous° nC ” WhKh ^ Reafon of Complaint to the 

f The ancient Cuftom was thus: The Candidate, though 
kneeling, on ins Right Knee, Ihould have his Left Foot in the 

Air, but this Pofmon appears trouble&me, & that it is omit- 
ted in molt Lodges. 

* ^ his k do " e * 3efi 3 Woman ihould offer herfelf; and 

though many Women are as flat cheiled as feme Men, the 
Brethren are generally fatisfied with a flight InfpefHon. I 
would advife them to be more cautious, for it is probable that 
a Woman, with a tolerable Degree of Effrontery and Spirit, 
may one Time or other flip into their Order for want of neetf- 
fmy Prudence If we beheye the Irijh, there is a Lady at this 
Time m Ireland, who has gone through the whole Ceremony, 
ana is as good a Mafon as any of them. 4 

^ Thc Ant5ents «fed a Sword «r Spear, inftead of the Com- 

himfelf 



PDF file Property of PS Review of FM . ww.freemasons-freemasonry.com 


C ” 1 

himfclf holds it with his Left Hand, his Right be 
ipg laid upon the Gofpel opened at St. John ■, when 
the following Oath isadminiftered to him, he re* 
peating it after the M after ; 

The OATH. 

“ I — A. B. of my own Free Will and Accord, 
“ and in the Prefence of Almighty God*, and this 
“ Right Worfhipfu! Lodge, dedicated to St. 

John, do hereby and herein moft foiemnly and 
“ fmcfcrely fwear, that I will always hale, con* 
“ ceal, and never reveal any of the Secrets or 
u Myfteries of Free Mafonry, that fhall be deli- 
“ vered to me now, or at any Time hereafter, ex- 
“ cept it be to a true and lawful Brother, or in a 
“ juft and lawful Lodge of brothers and Feliows, 
“ him or them whom I fhall find to be fuch, after 
“ juft Trial and due Examination. — I further- 
** more do fwear, that I will not write it, print it, 
“ cut it, paint it, flint it, mark it, flam or 
“ engrave it, or caufe fo to be done, upon any 
thing moveable or immoveable, under the Ca 
(C nopy of Heaven, whereby it may become legi 
“ ble or intelligible, or the leaft Appearance of 
** the Chara&er of a Letter, whereby the fccret 
“ Art may be unlawfully obtained. All this I 
“ fwear, with a ftrong and fteady Refolution to 
u perform the fame, without any Hefitation, men- 
“ tal Refervation, or Self-Evafion of Mind in me 
“ whatfoever, under no lefs Penalty than to have 
“ my Throat cut acrofs, my Tongue tom out by 
“ the Root, and that to be buried in the Sands of 
** the Sea, at Low Water Mark, a Cable’s Length 

• The Form of the Oath differs in many I/odges, though 
this is the ftrifteft in Ufe ; and in fome Societies, inftead of 
faying, “ in the Prefence of Almighty Gut,” it runs thus, 

“ I promife before the Great Archittft of the Univc^fe,” &c. 

c 2 «.* from 
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* f f0 , m *be Shore, where the Tide ebbs and flows 
“ twice in Twenty-four Hours. So help me God, 
fi an< t keep me ftedfaft in this my Entered Ap- 
“ Fentice’s Obligation.” [Hekiffis the Book.] 
When this is pronounced, the new-made Mem- 
ber is taught the Sign, Grip, and Pafs-Word of 
the Entered Apprentice, which will be feen more 
dearly in the following Le&urc belonging to that 
Part of Mafonry *, 

He is alfo learnt the Step, or how to advance 
to the Matter upon the Drawing on the Floor, 
which in fome Lodges refembles the grand Build- 
ing, termed aMofaic Palace, and is defcribed with 
the utmoft txadnefs. They alfo draw other Fi- 
gures, one of which is called the Laced Tuft, and 
the other the Throne befet with Stars. There js alfo 
reprefented a perpendicular Line in the Form of 
a Mafon s Inftrumcnt, commonly called the Plumb- 
Line ; and another Figure which reprefents the 
Tomb of Hiram, the firft Grand-Mafter, who haj 
been dead almoft Three Thoufar.d Years. Theft 
arc all explained to. him in the moft accurate Man- 1 
ner, and the Ornaments or Emblems of the Order 
are defcribed with meat Facility. Then he is 
conduced l?ack, and every thing he was divef- 
ted of, as mentioned at his Entrance, is reftored j 
and he takes his Seat* on the Right-Hand of the 
Matter, He alfo receives an Apron, which he 
puts on, and the Lift of the Lodges is likewife 
given him. 

The Brethren now congratulate the new-made 
Member, and all return to the Table to regale 
themfelves j when the Matter propofes a Health 

• In fome Lodges, the new-made Member is obliged to take 
# Mop out of a Pail of Water, and waft the Drawing on the' 
P^oor out, which puts him in tome Con fu ii on, and creates great 
Mirth apoeg the Brethren. This is the P.eafon of having a 
Mop and Pail. ** 

to 
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to the young Brother, which is drank with the 

f 'reateft Applaufe by the whole Body, the new 
iafon fitting ail the while. After which he, in- 
ftru£led by a Brother, takes a Bumper, and drink? 
“ to the Worfhipful Grand-Mafter, the Senior and 
Junior Wardens, the reft ofthe Officers, and Mem- 
bers of theLodgtj, wjfhing-them Succefsin all their 
public and private Undertakings, to Mafonry in 
General, and that Lodge in particular, craving 
their Afiiftance : ” To which they anfwer, “ they 
will affift him/' After he has drank, he throws 
hisGlafs from him, and bringsit back Three Times, 
and then fets it down on the Table, the reft doing the 
feme in exaft Order. This they call Firing : then 
they clap their Hands Ni^e Times, divided into 
Three, and ftop-betweeneach, keeping true Time. 

The Reader having; been led thus far, it is high 
Time to introduce the Apprentice’s Le&urc, 
which is intended, not only to amufe, but like wife 
to inftruft him in the Part he is entered into. The 
Readinefs of many of the Brethren in anfwering the 
Queftions, add a Luftrc to the Order, the Mem- 
bers vying with each other, who Hull moil contri- 
bute to the Edification of their new Brother. 


The Entered Ap prentice's LeSure *. 

Maf. T> Rother, is there any thing between vou 
iJ and me? 

Anf. There is, Right Worlhipful. 

Maf What is it. Brother, pray ? 

Akf. A Secret. 

Maf. What is that Secret, Brother ? 

Anf Mafonry. 

* defired , I here give the 

IV bole of the Le&ures, as delivered tn thepr mitiveTime ; but 
tae Modem Mafons leave oi$t at leaft one hulf. 

Maj. 



